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1 Pe r. iii. 8. 


Be * all of one M nd, hf Compaſſion one 
£ Moeller. 
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NE of the moſt f aiſlinguiſhed AﬀoRions of - 
the human frame is Compaſhon; which 
cloſely uniteth all individuals in our nature by 
a tie inexplicable, yet of uncommon nen 
and influence. 

We are by nature prone 15d moved to do 
good to all men; and the man that is not touch- 
ed with a ſecret ſorrow for the calamities of 
others is juſtly called unnatural and inhuman. 
When an unhappy object preſents itſelf, it 

nioves a Man, that hath any thing of nature in 
him, to ſuch a fellow-feeling and tender ſenſe of 
the evil, as will not permit him, without great 
anguiſh and trouble of mind, to paſs by ſuch a 
perſon without endeavouring to adminiſter ſome 
relief to his miſeries. Therefore in this caſe 
we may take notice, that our very fleſh, which | 
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in many other lows tempts us to fin, yet in 
this inſtance, even that alſo prompts us to our 
duty: which ſhould oblige us to adore the in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs of God, who hath 
rivetted our duty in our very natures; and has 
wonderfully provided for the unfortunate and 

afflicted by ſuch means as are as natural to us 


as Love, Hope, Fear, or any other paſſion or -- 
affection of the mind. 


He who can behold the tears denn down 
"ho cheeks of the wretched, unconcerned and 
unmoved, what is he? what do we account him? 
a Savage, a Monſter, not a Man. 

Compaſſion has ſo great a ſhare in our nature, 
and the miſeries of this world are ſo conſtant an 
exerciſe of it, as to leave it in no one's power 
(who deſerves the name of a Man) in this re- 
ſpect to live to himſelf. He cannot ſtop his 
ears againſt the cries of the unfortunate: The 
fad ſtory of THE fatherleſs, and him that hath 
no helper muſt be heard: The ſorrouful fightng 


e the Priſoners will come before him: and a 


thouſand other untold caſes of diſtreſs, to which 
the Life of Man is ſubject, find a way to his 
heart, let intereſt guard the paſſage as it will. 
May we not, muſt we nat therefore pronounce 
it to be the voice of Nature, the voice of God 
within us, exhorting us to good and generous 
actions ?----When Our Saviour beheld the fune- 

ral F of the Widow's Son, and her deep 
| diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs and bitter affliction, He felt the og 
_ exquiſite ſenſations of tenderneſs and pity; and 
immediately determined within Himſelf to ſooth 


her grief, and allay the anguiſh of her ſoul: 


Accordingly He had Compaſſion on her mater- 

nal diſquietude and ſorrow; and, by a miracu- 
lous act, raiſed from the dead the young Man, 
the only Son of his Mother, and that Mother 
7 ien a diſconſolate Widow. 

And in the caſe of Lazarus, who was the 
| Biel of Jeſus, how viſible are the emotions 
of Pity and Compaſſion ! When Lazarus's death | 
was publickly notified to Him, His mind was 
overwhelined with ſorrow and concern: in one 
part of the evangelical account it is ſaid, He 
vos troubled; and in another it is recorded, 
Fe eſus wept. Surely, in this grief of the Son of 
God, there was a greatneſs and generoſity of 
' temper infinitely nobler than that which the 
Stoic Philoſophers aimed at, in their ſo much 
boaſted apathy and inſenſibility of Mind. 14 
The tender Pity of the Samaritan we read of 
in the Goſpel, conſidercd merely as a Man, 
cannot fail to raiſe in our hearts juſt ſentiments 
of eſteem and veneration.-----But how doth the 
luſtre of this character fade, when oppoſed to 
the glowing excellence pul unparallelled be- 
nignity of our Almighty and moſt merciful 
Redeemer ! who 'tho' He were God from all 
eternity, yet condefcended to come into this 

B | world 


LL = 


works and take our Nature upon Him, that He 


might thus pay the ranſom for us, thus redeem 


us from death and hell : and at the exceeding | 
price of His own life, reſtore. us to the. lou Leh 


and favor of Almighty God, to the hope and | 
Poſſeſſion of everlaſting happineſs! _ 


It is a God-like thing to relieve the neceſſi- 


ties of the wretched, and to imitate the nobleſt 


attribute of Heaven in ſupporting the unfortu- 
nate and defenceleſs. To dry the tears of want, 


to chear deſponding grief, = be the higheſt 
rational ſatis faction that the Mind of [ hong can 


be capable of: I was eyes to the blind, ſaith Job, 
and feet was I to the lame; the bleſſing of him 


that was ready to periſh came upon me, and 1 
' cauſed the Widows heart to ſing for joy. 


Our wants and exigencies are ſo infinitely 


various, thro' every ſtage of our earthly pilgri- 
mage, that without the mutual aid and aſſiſtance 


of one another, Life itſelf would be an injolerg- 
ble burden: Without the kind aſſiſtance of a 


Parent or Friend, we ſhould die as ſoon as we 
begin to live, and fade away ſuddenly like the 


periſhable graſs of a day's duration. 

What the duty of a Man, as a ſocial and de- 
pendent creature requireth of him, his own na- 
tural diſpoſitions, thro' the wiſe appointment 
of the good Creator, direct him to perform. It 
is a very great miſtake to ſuppoſe, that the Fa- 
ther of our Spirits formed us unfriendly and 


4 un- 
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ungenerous. Every thing that hath the leaſt 
appearance of malice or il|-nature is contrary 
to the ſober dictates of unprejudiced reaſon, 
contrary to the natural movements of our ten- . 
dereſt paſſions. | 
To wiſh well, and to do 200d, are pleaſures 
truly rational; pleaſures, which improve in the 
reflection, and are ae g ſuitable to che dignity 
of our Nature. * 
As Men are free and aecountdble' creatures, 
they may, tis true, abuſe their nobler faculties, 
diveſt themſelves of their humanity, ' ſheriiee 
their reaſon to their miſchievous and revenge- 
ful paſſions, and debaſe themſelves beneath che 
character of brute beaſts that have no underſtand- 
ing. But this is a conduct which their own. 
cooler judgment allows not; tis a conduct 
which the worſt of men are ever ready to con- 
demn in others; and which, for that very rea- 
ſon, can never be juſtified in themſelves. Alk 
the proud and haughty, the cruel oppreſſor, and 
: revengetul perſecutor; and they will all with 
: one voice condemn thoſe fins in others, which 
render themſelves ſo juſtly odious to the world. 
The humble and meek, the friendly and bene- 
volent, the pitiful and compaſſionate are the 
favourites of mankind: the picture that is drawn, 


after this likenels is always the object of eſteem | 
and Wenden | 


As 
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As we are all Children of the ſame common 
Ann we are all taught of God to Love one 
another; and whenever we ſee Men grow inhu- 
man, they act beneath the dignity of their Na- 
ture and ceaſe to be Men. -The little familiari- 
ties and friendſhips of children themſelves, in 
their infant, but innocent age, ſhew plainly that 
the propenſities of their unprejudiced minds na- 
turally incline them to be kind and benevolent. 
If we look into the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
Life, and conſider the tendency of His doctrine; 
- we ſhall meet with nothing but mercy and good-: 
neſs, with the moſt pathetic exhortations tothe 
Practice of theſe virtues, which naturally make 
us happy in ourſelves, uſeful to one another, 
and acceptable to God. The wiſdom, which ts 
From above, is firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle, 
and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits.---Chriſtianity is all benevolence and love: 
the beginning and end of the whole command 
ment is Charity; love without deceit, and ꝛbith- 
out limitation: abſtracted from this, it is a dead 
letter, an empty name, no better than founding 
braſs or a tinkling cymbol. God ſo loved the wor Id, f 
that He gave His only begotten Son, and the Son 
of God ſo loved us, that in gracious condeſcen- 
ſion to the good will of His Father, He diveſted 
| Himſelf of His original dignity, made Himſelf of 
no reputation, took upon Him the form of a Ser- 
vant, and after a long and melancholy Scene of 


Affliction 
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Afliction and Trouble, He ſo five: humbled Him- Fa 
 felf as to become obedient unto death, even the _ 
painful and ſhameful death of. the croſs : qa and 

ener love than this hath no Man. 

The conſideration of this wonderful W 
of Compaſſion in the Son of God, is the moſt 


unanſwerable appeal that can be made to the 


heart of Man, for the reaſonableneſs of it in 
himſelf. It is the chief argument of the Apoſtles 
in moſt of their exhortations to good Works; 

Beloved, if Chriſt ſo loved us, the inference is 
obvious; and adds ſtrength and beauty to every 

thing elſe that can be urged upon the ſubject : 
and therefore I have reſerved it for my warmeſt 
appeal; that by reflecting on the infinite labor 
of love in the inſtance of Chriſt's death, we 
may conſider the great debt we owe each other; 
and by reflecting on the conduct of His life, who 
went about doing good, we might learn in what 
manner beſt to imitate ſo amiable an Example. £ 
And, indeed, in all the methods which a good 
mind would be willing to do it, 1 believe there 
can be none more beneficial or comprehenſive 
in their effects, than thoſe for which we are here 
this day met together; namely, the placing out 
of friendleſs Orphans to ſome trade or calling; 
and the care and ſupport of pour Egan in . 
men ſettled in this City. 

You vill permit me chefelvit to be a little 
more particular on each of theſe objects, as the 


2 | preſent 
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— — will juſtify my enlarging on 
each; however clear and of acknowledged truth. 
Firſt then, with reſpect to the bringing up 
feiendiefs Orphans in the fear of God, in the 
Jearning them ſome trade or calling, by which 
they may obtain an honeſt livelihood, and be- 
come uſeful members of Society. 
_ In general we need not doubt to affirm N 
che uſual effects of ſuch deſigns are good; and 
that in ſome degree, more or leſs, anſwer our 
hopes, and reward our care, juſt in the ſame 
manner as we ſee it in other things. In the 
_ courle of Nature many things are apparently 
better or worle according to the pains we be- 
Row upon them : if it was not ſo, there would 
not be 10 much induſtry and expence beſtowed, 
as we daily ſee, to train and breed up ſundry | 
ſorts of animals to their ſeveral uſes. 
So again, if the nature of plants and ſeeds 
could not be meliorated the good huſbandman 
would labour in'vain: but the wild olive by be- 
ing ingiaſted obtains the fatneſs of the good olive. 
And the Seed, which for want of due care might 
have been choaked or burnt up, or might 0- 
therwiſe have periſhed, by being ſown in good 
ground, is known to bring forth ſome thirty, fene 
Hertz, Jome an hundred fold. 
Such in general is the nature and tendency of 
the Creature, which 1s apt to degenerate Toa 
full Work of the oa for which it was created. 


This 


„ 
This , degeneracy 1 is the effect of that primitive 
_ curſe inflifted upon the earth and all things in 
it for the Sin of Adam; by reaſon of whom the 
Creature itſelf was made ſubject to vanity: and 
 whenloever it is otherwiſe, it is by God's ap» 
pointment ſo ordered, that it ſhould be owing 
15 in ſome meaſure to human induſtry and care. 

But this aptneſs to degenerate appears in 
23 158 ſo much as in Man himſelf; in him it 
is, that we are moſt of all ſenſible of the evil 
and good effects of negligence and care: theſe 
are ſeen by comparing the difference (ſuch as it 
generally is) between thoſe, who have been left 
entirely to themſelves, and others bred up to in- 
duſtry and under diſcipline. The former moſt 
commonly prove debauch'd, inſolent, incorrigi- 
ble in their Youth; and in their latter days ſpec- 
tacles of miſery both in body and ſoul; a re-. 
proach to themſelves, and a burden to others. 
That it is ſo, I may challenge the experience of 
you that hear me: who is there amongſt us, 
that has lived to ſee the courſe of this world for 
twenty or thirty years, and has not ſeen ſome, 
perhaps many examples of this ſad and deplora- 
ble cafe ? Of which it may be truly ſaid, N. of 
all the evils, there is not a greater under the Sun. 
But on the other hand (making due allowance 
fol the original corruption and conſequent. de- 
pravities of human nature) obſerve thole, whoſe 
lot it is to have been bred up to nn under 
| alk: 
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: diſcipline and correction, and to have had the 
principles of religion infuſed into them betimes: 
ſuch are, for the moſt part, modeſt; ſober, 08 
vernable, and induſtrious Youths; in their r1- 
per years, expert, upright, provident ; in their 
old age ealy and rehgned, ee to depart and 
be with God, 
__ Every interval of the age of Man ſhews the 
difference betwixt an early diſcipline and the 
want of it; but the crown of all is the comfort- 
able concluſion. of a virtuous and well ſpent 
life: and where can we expect to ſee it, if not 
in thoſe, who were taught betimes, and went on 
of themſelves gradually to improve and adorn 
the leſſons of their childhood. | 
| Youth is the new and freſh.Spring of Life, the 
time in which we are to ſow thoſe good ſeeds 
that will furniſh the Autumn of age with a plen- 
tiful harveſt. Many of the evils with which 
Life is beſet, . — from a neglect of this hap- 
py ſeaſon; inſtances hereof are too frequent in 
every condition, eſpecially in thoſe of lower 
ranks : many of their vices ſpring from a want 
of being brought up to ſome Trade; an advan- 
tage which their poverty often deprives them 
of. They have the ſame faculties with thoſe of 
higher rank; inſtruction makes the difference. 
Barbariſm and low vices are found in unedu- 
cated Quality, while civility and generoſity of 
mind are diſcovered at the Plow, and in the 


ſhop 
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ſhop of the Mechawie, What examples do we 
ſee among the lower claſs of Mankind of cor- 
rupted morals! What groſs. ignorance! What 
lavage manners! Where is the City in which the 
ear 18 not wounded by ſounds of impurity, pro-. 
faneneſs, or even blaſphemy ? Vice, too preva- 
lent in every ſtation, appeareth 1 in its moſt de- 
formed ſhape, joined with lazineſs, with pover- 
ty, with ſickneſs; filling our Priſons with Cri- 
minals, our Streets and Highways with loath- 
ſome and melancholy Objects, the burden and : 
reproach of a People. 
And, indeed, what elſe can be expected. kite | 
the Children of the Poor ſee nothing in their 
Father's houſe but the common cares of Life, 
hear nothing but a language idle, graceleſs, and 
profane; and are taught nothing but the low 
arts of falſehood, deceit, and cunning ? They 
came abroad into the world either with no ſenſe 
of Religion at all, or with a ſcornful contempt 
of it; and meeting with others educated like. 
themſelves, their -vicious habits are confirmed; 
and they in their turn tram up their own Chil- 
dren alſo to the Devil. 
How then can theſe evils be ſo effectually pre- 
vented, as by forming the firſt years to the 
practice of virtue and induſtry? When Parents 
are diſabled from this good office thro' Poverty 
or misfortunes, then it is that the Benefattors 
to ſuch a laudable Charity, as we are now about 
to encourage, ought to be looked upon as the 


prin- 


(34 
: principal Reformers off the lower rank of peo- 


ple: for in an Age, when the diſcipline and 
cenſures of the Church are treated with con- 


tempt, and even the Sword of the Civil 1. 75 


ſtrate is no ſufficient terror to evil doers, i 
duſtry may be, and often 1 is, a powerful meas | 
of reformation. 
He that as it may, "hs: BenefaQtors to bs | 
Charity by doing good to others have the ſecret 
pleaſure and ſatis faction to know, that they are 
the greateſt Benefactors to themſelves : that 
whatſoever they beſtow upon theſe Objects IS 


not caſt away, but 1s placed to their account in 
the Book of Life; that it 1s a treaſure, given 


indeed to theſe Children, but lent unto the 
Lord . 

| The Managers of this charitable Society of 
our Countrymen will not, I hope, take it amiſs, 
if I ſay they ſhould be, and I am perſuaded 
they are, very careful in looking to the appli- 
cation of it: for ſince the revenue depends 
chiefly upon this day's collection, it would be 
a great diſcouragement to their Benefactors, if 
their bounty ſhould appear to be miſapplied; 
or even to fail in any conſiderable degree of 
the main end propoſed by it. 

As in the raiſing of Trees, no judicious Man 
ſets his Plant in ng d improper for the recep- 
tion of it, but conſiders well the Situation and 
Nature of the Soil, on which depend the hopes 
of his profit: ſo in the placing out of Chil- 


dren, 
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dren, 1 conceive it highly neceſſary, that great | 


circumſpection be had to the induſtry as well 


as moral charatter of the intended Mafter : leſt 

that, which might otherwiſe have been of very 
_ conſiderable advantage to the Youth, ſhould 

prove only. his introduction into a ſlate of idle- 
neſs and vice, and ſo produce a profligate Mem- 
ber for the Community. In this article, our 
Country as well as common Charity demands 
our utmoſt care and attention: for the Com- 
munity in general have an intereſt in the edu- 
cation of their Youth, who are hereafter to ſup- 
port it in its wealth and honors, and to ſhare 
thoſe bleſſings which are promiſed to honehh 1 in- 
duſtry and a virtuous lifſe. 

Theſe Youths, who apply to you, _ for 
whom in God's ſtead I ſtand here to entreat 
you, have all the qualifications of a commend- 
able Charity; they aſk for nothing but what 
may turn to the benefit of themſelves and the 
community; it is for inſtruction in ſome kind 
of Trade: this they cannot procure to them- 
ſelves; their Parents are indigent, and them- 
ſelves ignorant; and nothing but your Com- 
paſſion, your generous Charity can . 
them. 
The other bevach of Charity under our pre- 
ſent Conſideration. relates to the care of poor 
Lying-in-Women ſettled in this City. 

Now what ſhall I ſay of the diſtreſſes, which, 


on this Qceahon, ſue fu alſiſtance? Are any 
more 


q 160 


more grievous, more preffing, the” relief of 
which hath better effects? I ſhall not attempt, 
I cannot paint. to you the miſeries which ſur- 
round the Perſons in the Situation of theſe 

Supplicants ; deſtitute of friends, of neceſſaries, 


of raiment, of even tolerable abodes. Conf. -—_ 


der them, in the moſt delicate of all circum- 
ſtances, expoſed to ſtruggle with want, hunger 
and ſickneſs. The Children, ſaith the Prophet, 
are come to the birth, and there is not flrength to 


bring forth: But your charity will ſtrengthen, ; 


How truly might many an Innocent ſay with 
the babe in the Prophet, eee my. Mother 
mighit have been my grave? 85 
But your kindneſs, my F Bens and Fellow- 
Countrymen, maintaineth the rights of Nature, 
and maketh the Mother a ſource of Lite and 
Health. 
Was chere an opportunity for theſs unhappy 
Petitioners to lay open their diſtreſſes to you, 
how deeply would you be affected! They would 
tell you, © We are encompaſſed with danger, 
«© poor, friendleſs, helpleſs; and in a ſituation 
« to become Mothers, but to lament the loſs 
« of our dear little ones: forbid it Heaven! O 
„ye, whom Providence hath bleſſed with the 
«© good Things of this World, look on us with 
% the tender eye of pity; ſo may ye be hap- 
«© py Parents! May your Children be like olive 
« branches round about your table, and your 
« Daughters like. the Pole ed corners of the 
c * Temple. Won What 
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What heart could withſtand ſuch entreaties! 
The picture is ſo ſufficiently ſtriking as to need 
no additional colouring. Thoſe who are now 
ſinking beneath (to them the unfortunate) boun- 


ty of Nature may, by your benevolent aſſiſt- 


ance, become joyful Mothers, full of health 


and triumph; They may hereafter preſent their 
Sons to ye in their arms, and their Daughters 


may be carried on their. ſhoulders. 
To conclude.--- 


What ſhall 1 ſay more to recommend theſe 
friendleſs Orphans and unhappy Women to 
your notice ? Ye know that your aſſiſtance is 


much needed, that it will be prudently employ- 


ed, and produce much good; ye will ſoften 
diſtreſs, will preſerve innocence, will add hands 
to the Community and Souls to the Church; 
and, in a conſiderable degree, baniſh miſery 


from among the Works of God. By this we 


ſhall gratify our moſt natural inclinations: and, 
our own condition being uncertain, we ſhall 
hereby provide not only God to be our Friend, 


but ſometimes thoſe very indigent perſons we 


relieve to aſſiſt us, if we ourſelves come to 


want. 


We are now perhaps baſking i in the Sunſhine 
of proſperity, under no calamities, no misfor- 
tunes! but the time may come when all ſhall 


appear dark and gloomy without, all ſad and 


' melancholy within: then the afflicted and diſ- 
conſolate, the fatherleſs and widow, thoſe who 


E have 
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have been ſupported and cheared by our adpice | 
And comfortable aſhſtange, may be ready, to af- 


ford the ſame kind offices to Us, which we for- 
: merly ſhewed to them. 


As State of indigence frequently becomes the I 
lot of Man; and many times from, misfortune 
more than miſconduct. God only knows, whe- 
ther the Children of thoſe who, now enjoy a 
comfortable ſubſiſtance, may. not. thro' ſome un- 
| foreſeen accident, become Objects of this Cha- 
_ rity! How often do we ſee a numerous proge- 
ny, who had lived happily under the protection 
of a prudent and indulgent Father, become up- 
on his deceaſe the prey of want, of miſery and 
thame! 
We who to day enjoy the wealth of Job, to- 
morrow may ſtand in need of his patience: 
Sabæans may come and drive away our cattle; 
there may deſcend from Heaven a fire to con- 
ſume our houſes; the boiſterous winds and gree- 
dy ſeas may devour all we have in a moment; 
and, for ought, we know, the Meſſenger of this 
ſad news may be ſtanding at our doors! 


But if all, or none of theſe things may befall 
us; we are frail and mortal ; we came into the 
| world naked, and, comparatively ſo, we muſt 
go out of it: no ſtately houſes, no. flattering 
pleaſures, will accompany us to the Grave; but, 
_ deſolate andunattended we muſt lie down in the 
chambers of akne, and | be ans in death. 


Ta 


1 
In a time of 2Mi&ion, old age, or at the ap- 
"= of Death, the remembrance of our 
_ deeds will mightily ſupport our ſpirits under all 
the calamities we may meet with in this ſtate. 
But with the, ungodly it is not ſo; nothing re- 
mains but a guilty-ſenſe; which, in ſuch time of 
diſtreſs, is more fierce and raging, eſpecially at 
the hour of Death. Had 1 /erved my God (ſaid 
the great Car dinal WooLsEy: in his laſt mo- 
ments) but: half: ſo faithfully, as have ſerved my 
King, Iſhould not now be deſizvute:of all comfort. = 
When all earthly beauty ſhall be darkened 
and eclipſed; when the pangs of Death are juſt 
taking hold of us, and we are ſtepping into ano- 
ther world, what a comfortable refreſhment will 
it then be to. look back on a well ſpent life! To 
have no bitter reflections riſe in judgment a- 
gainſt us; that we have neither diſgraced our 
names by any unworthy action, beggared our 
Families by our extravagancies, entailed diſeaſes 
on them by our debaucheries, nor diſinherited 
them thro' revenge, malice or hatred of heart: 
but on the contrary, have conſcientiouſly en- 
deavoured to form ourſelves upon the plan of 
Chriſtianity, to tranſplant the virtues of it into 
our own hearts and lives by the conſtant exerciſe 
of integrity, juſtice and mercy; and to improve 
| thoſe talents God hath entruſted us with, to his. 
glory and the good of mankind. eee 
In ſhort, let us ſtudiouſly attend to the ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle, and be kindly affeftioned one 
| | — {a 


(e 
=” another with brotherly love: Y and may the 
Sod of Mercy and Forgiveneſs dire us all to 


at ſuitably to our conditions as Men, as Citi- 
zens, and Chriſtians; and pour down His bleſ- 
ſings upon; ourſelves, our Families, and our un- 
happy Country; preſerving among us a Spirit 
of Peace and Loyalty, of Religion and b 


thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lordl. + 
T whom with the Father: and th 


5 — now and for evermore. Amen! 
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e Holy Ghoſt 
5 aſcribed all Honor, Power, Majeſty and Do. | 
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